
LOP program faces revisit

 The Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife has called together a number of 
organizations to discuss the Land Owner 
Preference Program in preparation of 
the program renewal next year during 
the legislative session. The group met 
in late October with another meeting 
scheduled for the end of November. The 
overall committee agenda calls for an 
“overview” study of the entire program.

Trapping ban moves along

 Representatives 
from agriculture, 
timber, hunting, 
trapping and ranch-
ing met in Salem 
last month to dis-
cuss the recent fil-
ing of the anti-trap-
ping initiative. The 
group continues to 
meet on a regular 
basis.  
 “Trap-Free Oregon” has begun sig-
nature gathering in Bend. Their goal is 
to gather 100,000 signatures to put the 
initiative on the 2014 ballot.

New wolf pack in Oregon?

 ODFW biologists on Nov. 1 radio-col-
lared a new wolf (OR16) in the Wenaha 
Unit of northeast Oregon. The 85-pound 
yearling male was captured north of Elgin 
in an area that wolves were not previously 
known to roam. USDA APHIS-Wildlife 
Services personnel captured the wolf. It 
is unknown at this time if the wolf is part 
of any of the three known nearby packs 
(Wenaha, Walla Walla and Umatilla 
River) or if it represents new wolf activ-
ity. Biologists expect that the new GPS 
collar will soon provide that answer.
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the initiative on 
the 2014 ballot.

Commission approves 
big game regs changes

 The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission made theses changes to the 2013 
Big Game Regulations at its October 
meeting:
n Cut antlerless elk hunting on National 
Forest land on the west slope of the Cas-
cades and in the Ochoco Unit, due to 
declining elk numbers on National Forest 
lands. Archers, muzzleloader hunters and 
hunters with disability permits will no 
longer be able to take any elk – the bag 
limit will be a legal bull.
n Offer two types of archery tags for 
the Ochoco Unit, one with a one-elk 
and one with a bull-only bag limit. The 
total number of archery tags in each 
category will be determined next June 
but antlerless harvest on National Forest 
land will be reduced, again to help boost 
populations.
n Change spike-only archery tags from 
general season to controlled in three 
premier elk units, Mt. Emily, Walla 
Walla, and Wenaha. The purpose of the 
rule change is to close a loophole that 
allowed spike-only tag holders with 
general season tags to poach trophy elk 
in these units but pretend to have shot the 
elk elsewhere. Bowhunters who choose 
to hunt one of these trophy units will be 
limited to these units.
n Require an archery elk tag to archery 
hunt deer in the Mt. Emily, Walla Walla, 
and Wenaha units, again to reduce poach-
ing.
n Limit camping to designated sites and 
end cross-country motor vehicle travel on 
the White River Wildlife Area.
n Change some boundaries of travel 
management areas. 
n Reduce size of bowhunting closure 
area in the Columbia Basin Unit. 
n Clarify the definition of “spike only” 
and proof of sex requirements.

Commission adopts penalty
for failure to report harvest

 The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission adopted a rule that will penalize 
hunters $25 if they fail to report deer 
and elk hunt results by the deadline. The 
penalty will begin with the purchase of 
2014 hunting licenses. Hunters who fail 
to report their 2012 deer and elk tags by 
the deadline (Jan. 31, 2013, for most tags) 
will have to pay the one-time $25 fee to 
purchase a 2014 hunting license. (These 
licenses go on sale Dec. 1, 2013.)
 The Oregon State Legislature gave 
ODFW the ability to charge a penalty 
fee of up to $25 last year. ODFW staff 
had proposed a $10 penalty fee, but 
Commissioners voted to set the fee at 
$25 because they thought hunters who 
were not reporting would be more likely 
to take notice of the requirement with a 
higher fee. Some hunters also testified in 
favor of the higher fee.

Many of the changes for the 2013 
Oregon Big Game Regulations 
affect archery elk hunting.
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CALENDAR
NOVEMBER 30

Season ends for bear in E. Oregon

DECEMBER 1
OHA Capitol Chapter year-end 

get-together, (503) 371-3823

DECEMBER 2
Late SW deer bow

season ends

DECEMBER 9
Late bow seasons end
for antlerless elk, NW
& Saddle Mtn. Deer

DECEMBER 31
Seasons end for pheasant,
fall turkey, W. Oregon bear

JANUARY 1 
2013 licenses required.

Don’t forget to buy your new 
cougar tag and enter OHA’s 2013 

Bear & Cougar Contest

Entry 
deadline: 

Jan.6

Enter each 2012 Oregon bear and cougar tag you purchase 
in our drawing, and you could win some great optics 
prizes even if you don’t bag a bruin, or you let the cat out 
of the bag! Every successful bear or cougar hunter will 
win a print of “Hillside Bruin” (shown here) by Oregon 
artist Dave Bartholet (www.DaveBartholet.com), and 
one successful bear or cougar hunter will win a Redfield 
spotting scope! For complete contest rules log on to:

www.oregonhunters.org/cougarcontest

Enter OHA’s 
2012 Bear 
& Cougar 
Contest!

And buy your new cougar tag and enter OHA’s 2013 Contest!

 OHA is sad to announce the passing of 
William F. Kirk, 93, on Oct. 29. Known 
to many as the godfather of OHA, Bill 
was a tireless fundraiser – OHA’s all-time 
best – who netted as much as $75,000 
annually at his Rogue Valley Chapter 
banquets, and served as OHA’s president 
at both state and chapter levels. 
 Bill was a career Navy veteran and 
Pearl Harbor survivor. He was essentially 
a full-time volunteer for OHA during the 
1990s, when he helped OHA recover 
from the brink of financial ruin to regain 
solid footing. He lost his wife Edie in 
the late 1990s, and he endured countless 
physical procedures in his 70s and 80s, 
but like the warships he served on, he just 
kept steaming ahead. Now he has finally 
reached home port. 
 A service was held on Nov. 9, with 
many longtime friends from OHA and 
ODFW in attendance. Jim Hutchins of 
the Oregon Stewardship provided the 
eulogy, and others offered colorful tall 
tales, the likes of which you don’t hear 
at every memorial service. 

Bill Kirk won this gun two years 
ago at his beloved OHA Rogue 
Valley Chapter banquet, which he 
built into the premier OHA chapter 
banquet in the state in the 1990s.

OHA salutes Bill Kirk
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 Oregon State Police are asking for 
the public’s help to identify whoever 
unlawfully shot and wasted four deer 
in the Kotzman Basin area southeast of 
Bend. A reward of up to $1,500 is offered 
by the Oregon Hunters Association for 
information leading to an arrest. 
 According to Senior Trooper Andrew 
Menlow, on Nov. 17 a report was re-
ceived – from two people filming winter 
range deer – of the discovery of four deer 
unlawfully killed and left to waste south 
of Highway 20 in Deschutes County. 
Three dead deer were found together 
and a fourth was found south near NF 
23 Road. Three of the four deer had their 
heads removed. Information indicates the 
deer were shot during daylight in the late 
afternoon hours on Nov. 16.
 A $500 reward is offered through 
the Turn-In-Poachers (TIP) program, 
and OHA’s Ochoco and Bend chapters 
matched the reward. Anyone with infor-
mation about the case should call the TIP 
line at 1-800-452-7888 or contact Senior 
Trooper Menlow at (541) 419-1651.

Deer poachers sought


